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Federal Funds for Louisiana Energy Efficiency

By Carl Smith

Which states could gain the most from modern
energy codes? Historic federal investments aim
to improve building efficiency standards. A new
report highlights the states that could benefit the
most. An analysis by the American Council for an
Energy-Efficient Economy determined that the state
of Louisiana has the most to gain from adopting the
recent building energy codes. But updating the
codes won’t be quick or easy, say experts.

Buildings account for thirty-five percent of
United States carbon emissions and seventy-six
percent of electricity use. According to the latest
projections from the US Energy Information
Administration, even by 2050, as much electricity
will come from fossil fuels (forty-four percent)
as from renewable sources.

Building standards that incorporate the best
available strategies for energy efficiency are
essential to reducing emissions, not to mention
operating costs. But according to the Building
Codes Assistance Project, only two states have

adopted the most recent residential and commercial
energy codes.

In July, the US Department of Energy (DOE)
announced plans to provide $225 million in
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funds to state and
local governments to “expand the implementation
of the latest building energy codes.” Concept
papers for the first $45 million in grants are due
at the end of January. The Inflation Reduction
Act (IRA) provides $1 billion more to advance
standards for commercial buildings.

The new analysis by the American Council for
an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE) identifies
which states stand to gain the most by accessing these
funds, taking into account factors such as existing
codes, construction activity, and climate policies.

The states with the greatest potential upside
have varied political landscapes and circumstances
around emissions, said study author Michael Waite,
senior manager in ACEEE’S buildings program.
Five are home rule states, not empowered to
mandate code implementation on a statewide basis.

“There are benefits across the country, for a
diverse group of states,” says Waite.

Code Adoption Is Just the Beginning

Code adoption occurs in the context of state
commitments to sustainability. The ACEEE analysis
found that almost half of the states in the US have
not yet set 2030 targets for emissions reduction, a
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SBE OUTREACH SERVICES

With over 1.6 million businesses in our active
database—the country’s largest non-public
diversity database—SBE sets the professional
standard for diversity outreach across the
nation. For more than three decades, we have
served small businesses, prime contractors,
and agencies—with proven results.

Advertisements

Placed in various Louisiana Business Journal
digital publications every month and at
www.louisianabusinessjournal.com

Fax, Email, and Postal Solicitations
Targeted mailings sent to businesses chosen
according to your criteria

Live Call Center Follow-Up
Telephone follow-up calls using a script of
five questions that you define

Computer Generated Reports
Complete documentation that will fit right
into your proposal, along with a list of
interested firms to contact

Special Services

Custom design and development of services
that you need for particular situations such
as small business marketing, diversity goal
completion, and agency capacity building

Call for more information: 800-800-8534
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PUBLIC LEGAL NOTICES

With a database of over 1.6 million businesses,
SBE assists agencies with public legal notices

Advertisements

Placed in various Louisiana Business Journal
digital publications every month and at
www.louisianabusinessjournal.com

Special Follow-Up Services

Custom design and development of services
that you need for particular situations such
as small business marketing, diversity goal
completion, and agency capacity building

Call for more information: 800-800-8534
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RTA presents

Seating is limited.

New

RESPONDING TO BIDS &
REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS

Join us for this month’s Disadvantaged Business
Enterprises (DBEs) workshop to learn how to win
public and private sector contracts.

Register TODAY at norta.com.

WHERE:

RTA Board Room, 2nd Floor
2817 Canal Street

Free DBE Workshop

WHEN:

Tuesday, January 24
S:SUIRPMIS7:3 0P

Orleans,LA

| chef Kaitlin Guerin. Created to make

2= you with joy and anticipation for the next.

Lagniappe Baking is an independently
owned pop-up Bakehouse by pastry

one-of-a-kind assorted Pastry Boxes
that highlight the local, seasonal bounty
of the Crescent City’s agriculture, each
box is meant to challenge your taste
buds with flavor combinations and leave

www.lagniappebaking.com

WHOLESALE

Bclthczor’ Electriks

DISTRIBUTORS

ELECTRICAL
Wire, Distribution, Wiring
Devices, Installation Material

LIGHTING

Bulbs, Ballasts, Exits/Emergency
Lights, Installation Options

We deliver a wide range of products and services to proudly serve
construction, industrial, utility, and commercial businesses

Contact info: 3623 D’Hemecourt Street « New Orleans, LA 70119
504-891-5504-0 « 504-891-5580-f  Belectriks@balthazarinc.com « www.Balthazarinc.com

SECURITY
Smoke, Carbon Monoxide and
Metal Detectors, Surveillance
Equipment, and Batteries

COMMUNICATIONS
Fiber Optic Cable,
Telecommunication Systems, and
Office Equipment

SOUTHEAST EVENTS

Selling to the Federal Government Webinar
Thursday, January 26, 2023, 12:00 pm-3:00 pm CST
Online

Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: George Tapia, 610-382-3086,
george.tapia@sba.gov

Fee: Free; registration required

Did you know that the federal government is the
largest purchaser of goods and services in the
world? Interested in learning how your business
can market your services or goods to the federal
government? Register on line at https:/www.
eventbrite.com/e/how-to-sell-to-the-federal-
government-tickets-21790713611 SBA helps to
ensure small businesses get fair opportunities to
share federal government prime contracts. Topics
will include: How to Register, Small Business
Certifications, Finding Opportunities, Marketing
Your Firm, Federal Supply Schedules, Getting
Paid, Tips to Prepare Your Offer, How to Seek
Additional Assistance. All training sessions are
held via Microsoft Teams Meeting. Participants
must ensure Microsoft Teams is functioning.

Federal Contracting: Veteran Small Business
Certification Program Webinar

Wednesday, February 15, 2023, 12:00 pm~1:30 pm CST
Online

Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Stephanie Workman, 478-919-7652,
stephanie.workman@sba.gov

Fee: Free; registration required

FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Join us for a training session as the VA’s Veterans
First Program transitions to the SBA’s Veteran Small
Business Certification Program in 2023. The
SBA program name for verifying veteran-owned
small businesses (VOSBs) and service-disabled
veteran-owned small businesses (SDVOSBSs) is
the Veteran Small Business Certification Program,
and will be the agency’s vehicle for handling
certification for veteran-owned small businesses and
service-disabled veteran-owned small businesses.
We’ll discuss eligibility criteria and differences
between the VA and SBA programs. Register at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/federal-contracting-
veteran-small-business-certification-program-
tickets-519209639007

Getting Registered into the System for Awards
Management (SAM.gov) Webinar

Tuesday, February 21, 2023, 10:00 am-11:00 am CST
Online

Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration,
West Virginia Women’s Business Center
Contact: Melissa Loder, 304-623-7448,
Melissa.Loder@sba.gov

Fee: Free; registration required

The West Virginia Women’s Business Center is
hosting a valuable webinar on the System for
Awards Management (SAM.gov). Join us as
Melissa Loder (SBA’s West Virginia District Office)
and Sommer Straight (RCAC Procurement
Technical Assistance Center—PTAC) guide
you through how to register for your SAM.gov
account. They will also provide tips, FAQs, and
directions on where to get additional assistance,
as well as answer questions you may have. To
register, visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
getting-registered-in-the-system-for-award-
management-samgov-tickets-483757992177

CERTIFICATION

Small Business

is DBE certified by the Louisiana UCP.

Exchange, Inc.
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Louisiana Business Journal

In recognition of the 17 publication since Hurricane Katrina
and to the rebuilding of Gusiness in your community.
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1160 Battery Street East, Suite 100
San Francisco, California 94111
sbe@sbeinc.com « www.sbeinc.com

CORPORATE OFFICE

Contact for more information: vvv@sbeinc.com

201 Saint Charles Avenue, Suite 2500
New Orleans, Louisiana 70170
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